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FIND YOUR WAY
This guide is tailored to help you enhance 
your time in Arlington County, and simplify 
your travel around the DC Metro region. 
Whether you work or live in Arlington, the 
transportation options outlined in this guide 
will help you reach your destination with ease.

The DMV (DC, Maryland, Virginia) is filled  
with a wide variety of transportation 
options—ranging from trains to e-scooters  
to local buses. While the overall transit system 
is complex, use and navigation are easy with  
a little help from your friends at Arlington 
Transportation Partners.

If you work in Arlington, you can save 
additional costs on the commuting resources 
covered in this guide by enrolling in your 
employer’s transit benefit program. If your 
employer doesn’t offer a transit benefit 
program, reach out to ATP to help. 

Connect with your ATP Representative to help 
you determine your best mode of transit.



The Washington Metro Area Transit Authority (WMATA) 
is the agency that operates transit services in the DMV. 
Commonly referred to as Metro, it runs both Metrorail 
and Metrobus in Virginia, Washington, DC, and  
Maryland. 

Metrorail
Metrorail covers 98 stations, with 11 located in 
Arlington County. Fares are paid conveniently with 
either a physical registered SmarTrip® card or via 
your SmarTrip® account connected to your mobile 
device. Registered SmarTrip® cards can be purchased 
at every Metro Station. Fares are based on distance 
traveled between stations on weekdays. After 9:30pm 
on weekdays and all day on weekends, riders pay a 
flat rate of $2 on one-way trips. You can even create 
and add funds to a virtual SmartTrip® card from any 
location on a smartphone.

Why Metrorail?
Metrorail is an affordable and efficient way to reach 
your destinations in Arlington County, Washington, DC, 
and other nearby neighborhoods in Virginia and 
Maryland. Whether you’re visiting the landmarks in 
the nation’s capital, or commuting to and from work, 
the Metrorail system has you covered throughout the 
DMV metropolitan region. 

WASHINGTON METRO AREA TRANSIT AUTHORITY
Metrobus
Similar to Metrorail, the Metrobus network connects 
riders between Arlington, Washington, DC, and  
nearby areas of Maryland and Virginia.  

Customers can use their registered SmarTrip® cards to 
pay $2 for a regular route service or $4.25 for one-way 
Express Routes. There are day-passes for unlimited 
rides starting at $13 for a 1-day pass, as well as passes 
for durations longer than one day. Transfers between 
Metrorail to Metrobus, and vice versa, are free within  
a 2-hour period. Afterwards, it’s a $2 fee.

Reduced fares are available for qualifying seniors,  
people with disabilities, and customers enrolled in 
WMATA’s Lift program. You can purchase a SmarTrip® 
card at any Metrorail station, Arlington Commuter 
Store, or even on your personal smartphone if you’d 
prefer a virtual card.

Why Metrobus?
With hundreds of routes across the DMV, Metrobus 
provides an affordable and reliable way to reach 
your destination, if you prefer above-ground public 
transportation. The bus system complements 
Metrorail and allows you to cover more ground as  
you traverse the DMV.

More information

For more information on fares, timetables, and  
destinations, visit wmata.com.
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http://www.wmata.com


Arlington Transit
The Arlington Transit (ART) bus is Arlington County’s 
bus network servicing large and small neighborhoods  
while complementing Metrobus service. Riders can 
use cash or their registered SmarTrip® cards to pay the 
$2 fare. If using cash, payments should be made with 
exact change since drivers are unable to make change. 
Transfers between ART and Metrobus are free. 

Why ART?
ART helps you discover unique neighborhoods 
around Arlington County, and enables you to reach 
more local destinations which are typically not 
covered by Metrorail or Metrobus. One of the more 
popular areas to visit via ART bus is Shirlington.

More information

Visit ArlingtonTransit.com to learn more about 
various ART routes.

DC Circulator
Are you in Arlington but planning a quick trip across 
the river for sight-seeing or shopping? You can access 
Washington, DC using the DC Circulator.  

Why DC Circulator?
The Circulator routes cross through DC’s main 
attractions, and connects Arlington County’s Rosslyn 
neighborhood to Georgetown. Customers are able to 
ride the DC Circulator for $1. 

More information

Visit DCCirculator.com to learn more about the 
system’s schedules and maps. 

REGIONAL BUSES DASH
Discover the neighboring City of Alexandria using 
Alexandria Transit Company’s DASH bus system. 
Similar to ART, DASH complements Metrobus 
and Metrorail, and provides access to local shops, 
restaurants, and landmarks in Alexandria.

Why DASH?
If you’re planning to shop on King Street or dine in  
Old Town, take advantage of the DASH system to 
reach your destination. Riders in Arlington can 
transfer to the DASH system at the Pentagon or at 
the Shirlington Transit Center. All customers are able 
to ride the DASH bus for free. Riders who continue to 
travel on other services will need to pay a fare upon 
transferring. 

More information

DashBus.com is a great resource to help you plan 
your trip ahead of time, and find the closest bus stops 
to your location or to your destination. 
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http://arlingtontransit.com
http://dccirculator.com
http://dashbus.com


Amtrak 
If you need to travel out of the region, Amtrak 
provides you with a convenient, affordable, and 
relaxing way to travel along the East Coast of the 
United States. 

You can board the Northeast Regional track at 
Union Station in Washington, DC— a major stop 
on Metrorail’s Red Line —or at Alexandria’s Amtrak 
station, accessible through the Blue or Yellow Lines  
on Metrorail. 

Why Amtrak?
Amtrak operates more than 30 train routes throughout 
the United States. The Northeast Regional track 
stretches from Boston to Virginia Beach. You can also 
expand your travel options by using Amtrak to reach 
Baltimore/Washington Thurgood Marshall Airport (BWI) 
in Maryland. 

More information
To learn more about Amtrak, visit Amtrak.com. For 
more information about destinations in Virginia, visit 
AmtrakVirginia.com.

Virginia Railway Express 
The Virginia Railway Express (VRE) is a commuter-
oriented rail option, servicing Northern Virginia 
suburbs to Alexandria and Manassas, Crystal City, 
Quantico, Fredericksburg and downtown  
Washington, DC. 

Why VRE?
The VRE is a great option if you need to travel to and 
from areas further west or south of the DMV. 

More information

Visit VRE.org to find the nearest station to you  
or to check schedules for the different lines.

Maryland Area Regional  
Commuter
The Maryland Area Regional Commuter (MARC) 
train service is comprised of three lines that connect 
Maryland to Washington, DC. While commonly used 
for commuting, you can also use it for quick  
day trips to other parts of the region on weekends  
and weekdays.

Why MARC?
If you’re planning on taking a trip into Baltimore, you 
can ride the Penn Line train from Union Station in 
Washington, DC, to downtown Baltimore. The service 
also runs lines to Camden Station (Camden Yards and 
Orioles games) and Harpers Ferry (hiking, tubing, and 
more) in West Virginia. 

The MARC train – to bus, is another affordable option 
to reach Baltimore/Washington Thurgood Marshall 
Airport (BWI).

More information

For information visit mta.maryland.gov/marc-train 
and then select your line (Brunswick, Penn, or 
Camden) for schedules and trip information.

REGIONAL RAIL
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http://vre.org
http://mta.maryland.gov/marc-train
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INFORMATION TO HELP YOU PLAN AHEAD

SmarTrip® Card 
The SmarTrip® card is the region’s fare card. Passengers 
can use it to pay for Metrorail, Metrobus, ART bus, 
and other bus systems in the region including 
DC Circulator. SmarTrip® cards can be acquired at 
any Metrorail station or via the mobile app on a 
smartphone.

Guests are encouraged to register their card online to 
track their balances, add funds, and transfer remaining 
fares in case the card is lost. 

Note: If you add your card to your digital wallet, your 
physical card will no longer work at Fare Vending 
Machines or at Fare Pay Stations.

Visit smartrip.wmata.com for more information. 

Maps and Brochures
Connect with your employer and ask for free maps 
and brochures. Enjoy everything Arlington has to 
offer, and find all the information you need to access 
local and regional transit options. 

Arlington Transportation Partners is also able to 
provide you with information. 

Last revised: April 25, 2024
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https://info.arlingtontransportationpartners.com/contact-us
https://www.wmata.com/fares/Buy-SmarTrip.cfm
https://info.arlingtontransportationpartners.com/contact-us



